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Even small children have learned to face courageously things
that are inescapable. A child who has been exposed to dan-
ger or has been in a serious accident may live in dread of a
recurrence of the situation. These children need long-
continued security and may sometimes be helped by
repeated dramatizations of the incident.
There are wide individual differences in children's re-
sponses to annoying or fear-provoking situations,50 depend-
ing, in part, upon the child's perception of it. Some children
will persist in a difficult situation while others, at the first
contact with the pain or fear-provoking stimulus become so
upset that they will not try again, even when urged. In-
stead of distracting the child's attention from the unpleas-
ant elements, the teacher or parent, in certain situations,
will have better success if the goal is emphasized. When-
ever the child directs his own activities toward a recognized
goal, resistance to the annoying elements tends to be de-
creased, and he persists in the task in spite of difficulties.
Love. — Children need affection. The impersonal "scien-
tific" approach to children that was popular in the 1920's is
being modified in the direction of greater warmth of feeling.
"Mothering," in the sense of giving a child the feeling that
he is loved and cherished, now has the sanction of scientific
child study.
On the other hand, intense affection between the child
and one parent is undesirable. If one parent does every-
thing for the child and absorbs too much of the child's
affection, the child may become excessively dependent; the
parent, excessively anxious. There may come a time when
this exclusive affection is no longer given, when a new baby
has arrived, for instance. The child then frequently seeks
this lost affection in daydreams and in other unconstructive
ways. During the preschool years the child ^should not be
tied too closely to his mother's apron strings. He should
grow gradually toward that independence which he will
eventually achieve during adolescence.
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